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WORSHIP 

Worship  is  the  baring  of  one’s  whole  life 
unto  God.  Ritual  is  not  worship.  Worship  is  the 
finding  and  aeceptance  of  the  real.  Whatever 
the  means  used,  worship  is  the  soul’s  inter- 
course with  God.  Worship  is  not  only  the  oc- 
casional standing  on  holy  ground  but  the  con- 
stant living  on  it.  Worship  comes  from  know- 
ing what  life  is  all  about.  Worship  follows 
seeing  and  feeling  beyond  the  fleeting  mo- 
ment. To  worship  is  to  be  gripped  by  God. 
Worship- provided  it  is  the  worship  of  the  true 
God— is  the  living  in  and  by  eternity.  To  wor- 
ship aright  is  being  invaded  by  the  deathless 
freshness  of  eternal  love  and  everlasting  life. 
Such  worship  reveals  life  as  it  is  and  God  as 
He  is,  and  by  the  seeing  of  Him  conquers 
every  anxiety.  This  vision  of  God  is  a prescrip- 
tion for  true  peace  and  power  and  the  cure 
for  all  worry.  — Nels  Ferre’ 


MIGRATORY  BIRD'S  EYE  VIEW 

By  Peggy  Ghurch 

This  summer  Margaret  Gibbins  and  I 
travelled  6020  miles  during  a space  of  65  days, 
and  all  within  the  area  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. We  slept  in  nearly  40  different  beds,  cros- 
sed so  many  mountain  ranges  we  had  to  stop 
counting  them,  and  had  our  first  flat  tire  a 
week  after  we  got  back  to  New  Mexico.  It’s 
against  Quaker  tradition  to  have  saints,  but 
one  made  his  presence  so  conspicuous  to  us  we 
finally  adopted  him:  “St.  Go.”— short  for  “co- 
incidence.” You  can’t  possibly  invoke  the  as- 
sistance of  St.  Go;  you  just  accept  what  he 
gives  you,  either  in  amazement  or  consterna- 
tion, but  somehow  his  ideas  have  a way  of 
working  out  much  better  than  your  own!  Now 
I’ve  been  asked  to  say  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  our 
various  Meetings.  That’s  hard  to  do.  I found 
out  much  more  about  my  own,  but  here,  any- 
way, is  a kind  of  migratory  bird’s  eye  view. 

The  first  of  our  strengths  is,  perhaps,  that 
so  many  of  us  are  “convinced”  Friends.  We 
are  not  all  convinced  in  the  same  way  nor  for 
the  same  reasons,  but  we  have  largely  come 
into  the  Society  of  Friends  upon  our  own  initia- 
tive, and  this  gives  our  Meetings  a vitality 
which  is  sometimes  not  so  marked  among  those 
for  whom  their  religious  affiliation  exists  as 
a “dull  habit.” 

On  the  other  hand,  this  source  of  strength 


is  also  one  of  our  weaknesses,  for  it  makes  us 
unhomogeneous.  We  tend  to  separate,  like 
oil  and  vinegar,  unless  shaken  from  time  to 
time  very  vigorously.  Since  Friends  are  few 
and  far  between  in  the  area  covered  by  our 
Yearly  Meeting,  those  of  extremely  divergent 
points  of  view  are  often  gathered  together 
under  one,  usually  metaphorical,  roof,  for  most 
of  our  Meetings  lack  even  the  unifying  asset 
of  a Meeting  House. 

We  pride  ourselves  usually  upon  our  lack 
of  bondage  to  tradition,  yet  some  of  us  have 
migrated  from  far  away  and  long-established 
Meetings  with  traditions  that  have  become 
familiar  to  us  as  our  own  well-fitting  clothes. 
Most  of  us  glory  in  the  role  of  Friends  as  re- 
concilers in  areas  of  conflict  throughout  the 
world— and  yet  we  often  seem  impatient  of  the 
differences  in  our  own  Meetings,  hesitant  to 
talk  things  out  openly  with  one  another  as  we 
recommend  that  nations  talk  them  out  at  their 
council  tables,  loathe  to  devote  time  and  effort 
to  seeking  areas  of  agreement,  or  to  discover, 
sometimes  through  sacrifice,  creative  ways  of 
procedure  which  will  absorb  our  differences. 

Another  of  our  advantages  is  that  our  Meet- 
ings tend  to  be  small.  We  know  one  another 
as  well  as  though  we  were  one  family.  In  one 
or  two  instances  the  family  is  the  Meeting. 
This  gives  us  often  a precious  intimacy.  “Where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together”  we  speak 
more  deeply  and  tenderly  of  what  is  on  our 
hearts  than  we  can  in  larger  groups.  On  the 
other  hand  again,  when  Meetings  are  small, 
incessant  responsibility  for  collective  enter- 
prises falls  upon  very  few,  until  those  few  often 
find  that  organization,  correspondence,  atten- 
tion to  literature  and  reports  of  Friends’  world- 
wide activities  are  drying  up  the  springs  of  their 
individual  lives;  perhaps  hindering  their  rela- 
tionships with  close  neighbors,  or  with  hus- 
bands or  wives  and  children,  sometimes  e\en 
with  the  Spirit  within  them  whose  voice  must 
be  waited  for  in  silence. 

Isolated  Friends  yearned  in  almost  ever\- 
instance,  to  have  closer  touch  with  larger 
groups  of  Friends.  In  times  of  increasing  regi- 
mentation the  non-conformist,  the  one  who  is 
inwardly  dedicated  to  ser\ice  of  the  “things 
of  God”  rather  than  “the  things  of  men,”  longs 
for  some  form  of  communication  with  those  who 
are  like-minded.  Yet  isolated  Friends,  whether 
individuals  or  small  groups,  seemed  often  to 
ha\e  a (|ualit\'  of  depth  to  their  li\es  which 
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was  not  always  so  obvious  among  larger  groups. 
It  is  easy  to  love  those  who  think  as  we  do. 
It  is  easy  to  work  in  groups  or  for  groups.  But 
we  grow  most  through  understanding  and  shar- 
ing, in  personal  friendship,  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  different,  who  do  not  think  as  we  do, 
nor  see  truth  in  the  same  terms.  There  is  that 
of  God  in  every  man,  various  and  wonderful 
as  the  myriad  patterns  of  snow  crystals.  In  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  we  are  blessed  with  the 
widest  differences  in  environmental  back- 
ground, with  neighbors  of  every  sort  and  con- 
dition whose  wisdom  of  race  and  culture  can 
greatly  enrich  our  own  if  we  strive  to  devote 
as  much  energy  to  being  friends  as  we  do  to 
being  Friends. 


THE  ELDER 

We  knew  him  as  a strong  man. 

We  saw  his  strength  in  his  height. 

It  was  in  his  face  and  voice 

When  he  rose  to  speak  in  silent  meeting. 

We  knew  the  strength  of  his  life. 

The  bulwark  of  his  character. 

He  was  a kind  man  and  we  marveled 
At  the  truth  of  his  words. 

One  day  we  sat  behind. 

And  when  he  rose  to  speak 
We  saw  his  hands.  They  trembled, 

Clenched  together,  though  his  voice 
Was  steady.  And  our  love  reached  out 
To  him  and  all  the  world. 

—From  The  Friend,  Philadelphia. 


QUAKER  LEADERSHIP  GRANTS 

The  Quaker  Leadership  Grants,  which  were 
first  made  available  in  1953,  are  offered  again 
for  1954.  These  grants,  given  through  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee  by  two  con- 
cerned Friends,  are  intended  to  strengthen  the 
membership  of  local  Friends  Meetings,  pastoral 
and  non-pastoral,  and  Friends  schools  and  or- 
ganizations. They  are  made  to  American 
Friends,  who  already  show  achievement,  or 
promise,  in  the  leadership  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Society’s  organized  activities,  and  whose  future 
leadership  seems  likely  to  be  enlarged  by  a 
period  of  special  stimulus  and  training. 

Two  plans  are  followed.  The  first  involves 
small  grants  for  a six- weeks  Summer  Study  Tour 
designed  to  familiarize  the  students  with  the 
history  and  spirit  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  its 
structure  and  procedures.  The  plan  includes 
participation  in  summer  school  at  Pendle  Hill 
or  Guilford  College  and  visits  to  centers  of 
Friends’  activities  in  Richmond,  Philadelphia, 
Washington  and  New  York. 

Last  year  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  fortu- 
nate in  having  two  of  its  members  take  part  in 


this  study  tour:  Beth  Prideaux,  Rt.  1,  Lyons, 
Oregon,  and  Ross  Anderson,  Rt.  4,  Box  319A, 
Eugene,  Oregon.  The  Bulletin  hopes  to  publish 
later  some  comments  by  these  Friends  on  their 
experiences. 

The  second  plan  involves  a small  number  of 
larger  grants  to  individuals  who  feel  the  need 
of  a full  year’s  training.  The  arrangements  are 
flexible  to  fit  particular  needs  and  opportunities. 

Nominations  and  inquiries  should  be  made 
to  the  Committee  of  Award,  A.F.S.C.,  20  So. 
12th  St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Penna.  Plans  should 
be  made  early  and  applications  placed  before 
March  15,  1954.  Among  the  Friends  to  be  con- 
sulted regarding  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
grants  is  Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Ave., 
Riverside,  Calif. 


CONFERENCE  ON  CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

The  conference  on  problems  connected  with 
civil  liberties,  which  is  being  called  by  the 
American  Section  of  Friends  World  Committee, 
at  the  request  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  is  to 
be  held  at  Scattergood  School,  West  Branch, 
Iowa,  April  2 to  4,  1954.  The  group  will  be 
nationwide,  but  small,  with  only  fifty  or  so  par- 
ticipants. The  conference  will  be  conducted  in 
the  spirit  of  worship.  Monthly  Meetings  and 
Friends  groups  are  asked  to  send  in  questions 
which  they  would  like  to  see  discussed,  also 
specific  information  about  experiences  of  their 
members  which  throw  light  on  the  problems  of 
civil  liberties  and  of  Friends’  attitudes  toward 
the  problems  of  the  religious  basis  for  individ- 
ual freedom.  Communications  should  be  sent 
to  James  F.  Walker,  20  S.  12th  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, Penna.,  or  to  our  delegates  when  they  are 
appointed  in  a few  weeks. 

PACIFIC  OAKS  OFFERS  COURSES 

The  following  courses  in  nursery  school  teacher 
education  will  be  given  by  Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School 
in  the  spring  term,  beginning  February  8,  1954: 
Supervised  Student  Teaching 
Management  of  Health  of  Young  Children 
Special  Studies  in  Child  Development 
Curriculum 

Music  for  the  Classroom  Teacher 
Methods  of  Teaching  Elementary  Science 
Home-School  Relations 
Administration  of  the  Nursery  School 
The  Family  and  the  Community 
The  Teacher  in  the  Culture  of  Today 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  course  in  Music 
for  the  Classroom  Teacher.  It  will  be  given  by  Frances 
Dillon,  head  of  the  Pedagogy  Department,  Mannes 
School  of  Music,  New  York,  who  is  spending  this  year 
in  Pasadena. 

All  courses  are  closely  related  to  the  practical 
work  of  teaching  in  the  nursery  school.  Both  full-time 
and  part-time  students  are  accepted  if  they  have  com- 
pleted two  years  of  college  work  or  its  equivalent. 
There  are  student  fellowships  and  scholarships  available. 
Address  inquiries  to  Abigail  A.  Eliot,  Ed.D.,  Teacher 
Training  Division,  Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School,  714  W. 
California  St.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
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MEETINGS  OF  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


Monthly  Meetings 

ALBUQUERQUE 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  Baptist  Stu- 
dent Union  Bldg.,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

Clerk:  John  H.  Atkinson,  809  Alvarado  Dr.,  N.  E., 
Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

ARGENTA 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.  Stevenson 
home,  Argenta,  B.  C. 

Clerk:  John  Stevenson,  Argenta,  B.  C. 

BERKELEY 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m..  Vine  and  Wal- 
nut Streets,  Berkeley,  Calif.  Monthly  Meeting  for 
business,  4th  Sunday,  1;30  p.m.,  following  pot-luck 
dinner  at  meeting  house. 

Clerk:  Allen  Longshore,  550  Bancroft,  Rd.,  Concord, 
Calif. 

CLAREMONT 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  5 p.m.,  Guildhall,  1011 
Berkeley  Ave.,  Claremont. 

Clerks:  Joseph  F.  Griggs  and  Jeannette  S.  Griggs, 
1011  Berkeley  Ave.,  Glaremont,  Calif. 

COLLEGE  PARK  (SAN  JOSE) 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1016  Morse 
St.,  San  Jose,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Marion  B.  Werner,  1648  Lincoln  Ave.,  San 
Jose,  Calif. 

HONOLULU 

Meeting  far  worship:  Sunday,  10:40  a.m.,  Y.W.C.A., 
1040  Richards  St.,  Honolulu,  T.  H. 

Clerk:  Herbert  E.  Bowles,  5002  Maunalani  Circle, 
Honolulu  16,  T.  H. 

LA  JOLLA 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  Kirk  House, 
La  Jolla  Presbyterian  Church. 

Clerk:  Joshua  L.  Bailey,  Jr.,  4435  Ampudia  Ave.,  San 
Diego  3,  Calif. 

LOS  ANGELES 

Meeting  for  tvorship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  Woolman 
House,  1032  W.  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Mary  F.  Kershner,  1511  W.  49th  St.,  Los  An- 
geles, Calif. 

MEXICO  CITY 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  Ca.sa  de  Los 
Amigos,  Campeche  262,  Mexico,  D.  F. 

Clerk:  Emma  Martinez,  Campeche,  Mexico  City, 

D.  F. 

ORANGE  GROVE  (PASADENA) 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  526  E.  Orange 
Grove  Ave.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Beach  Langston,  334  S.  Parkwood  Blvd.,  Pasa- 
dena 10,  Calif. 

PALO  ALTO 

Meeting  for  toorship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  956  Colorado 
Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Vern  James,  604  Tennyson,  Ave.,  Palo  Alto, 
Calif. 

PHOENIX 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m..  Library,  Cook’s 
Training  School,  4050  N.  2nd  St.,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Clerk:  Grant  Fraser,  1221  E.  Edgemont,  Pliocnix, 
Arizona. 

RIVERSIDE-REDLANDS 

Meeting  for  worshi)):  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  Y.W'.C.A.  Club 
Room.  Riverside,  Calit. 

Clerk:  Eubanks  Carsucr,  3920  Baudiui  Ave.,  Ri\’cr- 
sidc,  Calif. 


Redlands  Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  am., 
Y.W.C.A.  Activities  Bldg.,  Cajon  and  Olive  Streets, 
Redlands,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Leslie  P.  Spelman,  1228  Center  St.,  Redlands, 
Calif. 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1830  Sutter 
St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Clerk:  Arthur  D.  Hall,  433  Georgetown  Ave.,  San 
Mateo,  Galif. 

SANTA  FE 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a m.,  569  Garcia  St., 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

Clerk:  Anna  L.  Read,  426  Abevta  St.,  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 

STOCKTON 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m. 

Clerk:  Gatherine  Bruner,  1605  Woodland  Dr.,  Stock- 
ton,  Galif. 

SANTA  MONICA 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  7 p.m.,  1907  12th  St., 
Santa  Monica,  Galif. 

Clerk:  Richard  Powell,  3050  Greenfield  Ave.,  Los  An- 
geles 34,  Calif. 

TUCSON 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  129  N.  War- 
ren, Tucson,  Arizona. 

Clerk:  John  Salyer,  745  E.  5th  St.,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

UNIVERSITY  (SEATTLE) 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  3959  15th,  N. 
E.,  Seattle,  Washington.  Meetings  for  worship  also 
in  subordinate  Meetings. 

Cleark:  Mildred  Joyce,  Rt.  1,  Box  6466,  Issaquah, 
Washington. 

VANCOUVER 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  535  W.  10th 
Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Clerk:  Monica  B.  Brown,  6011  McDonald  St.,  Van- 
couver 13,  B.  C. 

VICTORIA 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1831  Fern  St., 
Victoria,  B.  C. 

Clerk:  Frank  Sveggles,  1831  Fern  St.,  Victoria,  B.  C. 

WILLAMETTE  VALLEY 

Meeting  for  worship:  4th  Sunday  in  the  month,  11 
a.m.,  Y.W.C.A.  Salem,  Oregon.  Meetings  for  wor- 
ship weekly  in  subordinate  Meetings. 

Clerk:  Elizabeth  M.  L.antz,  31  N.W.  22nd  Place,  Port- 
land 10,  Ore. 

Subordinate  Meetings 

EUGENE 

Preparative  Meeting  of  Willamette  \’allc>'  MontliK 
Meeting. 

Meeting  for  ivorshij):  Suuda>’,  11  a.m.,  W’estminstcr 
House,  1414  Kincaid,  Eugene,  Oregon. 

Clerk:  Moimettc  Thatcher,  1742  Fcrr>',  Eugene,  Ore. 

MISSOULA 

Preparative  Meeting  of  Uni\crsit\’  Monlhb  Mc'cting. 

Meeting  for  worshif):  Sunday,  11  a.m..  Suite  .V..  Wil- 
ma Bldg.,  Missoula,  Montana. 

CorrespondenI : Pliilip  Slauh'N',  Wilma  Bldg.,  Mis- 

soula, Mont. 

MONTEREY  PENINSULA  (CARMEL) 

Indulged  Meeting  ol  Palo  .\lto  Moull\I\’  Nh-etiug. 

Meeting  for  tcorship:  Sunda\',  10:30  a.m.,  in  tiu' 
DeNeale  Morgan  ,\rl  .Studio,  Lincoln  ,\\a'.,  Carmel. 
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Calif.  Meeting  for  business,  second  Sunday,  after 
worship.  Discussions,  first,  third  and  fourth  Sun- 
days. 

Clerks  Don  Elton  Smith,  30  McGinnis  Rd.,  Watson- 
ville, Calif. 

MULTNOMAH  COUNTY  (PORTLAND) 

Indulged  Meeting  of  Willamette  Valley  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m..  Room  30.5, 
Y.M.C.A.,  831  S.  W.  6th,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Clerk:  Ray  Underwood,  2738  N.  E.  21st  Ave.,  Port- 
land, Ore. 

TACOMA 

Preparative  Meeting  of  University  Meeting. 

Meeting  for  worship:  Thursday,  6:.30  p.m.,  2506  N. 
Lawrence  St.,  Tacoma,  Washington.  Study  group 
following  meeting  for  worship. 

Clerk:  Clara  J.  Shaw,  2.506  N.  Lawrence  St.,  Tacoma, 
Wash. 


Other  Meetings  and  Worship  Groups 

BUTTE  COUNTY  (CHICO) 

Meeting  for  worship:  usually  once  a week,  at  8:45 
p.m.,  day  and  place  varies.  Often  held  at  home  of 
William  and  Selma  Connor,  Rt.  4,  Ro.x  827C,  Chico, 
Calif. 

Contacts:  William  Connor,  or  Tom  Moore,  528  Ohio 
St.,  Gridley,  Calif. 

CORVALLIS 

Worship  group  under  care  of  Willamette  Valley 
Monthly  Meeting. 

Meeting  for  ivorship:  first  and  third  Sundays,  in  homes 
of  members,  6:. 30  p.m. 

Convener:  Robert  Dann,  725  N.  29th,  Corvallis,  Ore- 
gon. 

DELTA 

Meeting  for  worship:  second  Sunday,  rotating  among 
Stockton,  Modesto,  and  Tracy.  Worship  at  11  a.m., 
pot-luck  dinner,  business  meeting.  Usually  at 
homes  of  members  or  out  of  doors. 

Meeting  for  worship  also  at  Modesto,  fourth  Sunday. 
Contact:  Dorothy  Stevens,  Rt.  8,  Rox  1059,  Mo- 
desto, Calif. 

Clerk:  Sam  Tyson,  Rt.  1,  Box  260,  Denair,  Calif. 

ELLENSBURG 

Worship  group  under  care  of  Fellowship  Council  and 
University  Monthly  Meeting.  Contact:  Samuel 

Mohler,  State  College,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 

LOGAN 

Informal  meeting  for  worship  Sunday  morning  at 
home  of  Theodore  and  Evelyn  Herman,  476  N. 
7th,  East,  Logan,  Utah. 

PASADENA  MONTHLY  MEETING 
(VILLA  STREET) 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m..  Villa  and 
Oakland  Streets,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

PULLMAN 

Worship  group  under  care  of  University  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  9:30  a.m..  College 
Union  Building,  Pullman,  Wash. 

Contact:  Julius  Jahn,  1616  Clifford,  Pullman,  Wash. 

MODESTO— see  DELTA 
SALEM 

Worship  group  under  care  of  Willamette  Valley 
Monthly  Meeting. 

Meeting  for  worship:  first,  second,  third  Sundays  at 
1185  N.  24th,  Salem,  Oregon,  at  11  a.m. 

Correspondent:  Effie  McAffee,  1185  N.  24th.  Salem, 
Ore. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Meeting  under  care  of  Friends  Fellowship  Council. 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  6 p.m.,  Y.M.C.A.,  Ex- 
change Place,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Correspondent:  Lincoln  Ellison,  262.5  Harrison  Blvd., 
Ogden,  Utah. 

SAN  FERNANDO 

Monthly  Meeting. 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  9:30  a.m.,  13890  Sayre 
St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif.  Business  meetings  quar- 
terly. 

Clerk:  Albert  Kramer,  13589  Heron  St.,  San  Fer- 
nando, Calif. 

SANTA  BARBARA 

Meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  401  East  Ped- 
regosa,  Santa  Barbara.  Business  meeting,  first 
Friday  evening  in  month. 

Clerk:  Biddle  Attlee,  Correspondent:  Alice  M.  Whit- 
ney, 508  E.  Arrellaga,  Santa  Barbara  (Tel.  20596). 

WHITTIER 

Unprogrammed  meeting  for  worship:  Sunday,  8:30 
a.m.,  Mendenhall  Hall,  Whittier  College,  Whittier, 
Calif. 

Programmed  meeting  for  worship:  11  a.m. 

Correspondent:  E.  Roberts  Richie,  980  Dorothea  Rd., 
La  Habra,  Calif. 


THE  GENERAL  PICTURE 

This  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  planned  to  give  a 
picture  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  and  its  constituent  parts. 
Bits  of  news,  concerns,  activities.  Minutes,  the  yearly 
reports,  and  the  comments  of  visiting  Friends,  all  give 
us  parts  of  the  whole  picture.  The  secretary  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  too,  is  in  a position  to  present  another 
view,  since  she  receives  the  statistical  reports  and  the 
accompanying  comments.  Last  year  Elizabeth  Lantz 
presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  a general  report  on 
our  Meetings,  which  we  could  not  print  before  because 
of  lack  of  space.  We  therefore  present  it  here  in  this 
‘‘Meeting  number.”— Ed. 

Some  of  the  concerns  to  which  Friends 
have  dedicated  themselves  are  these:  American 
Friends  Service  projects  of  all  kinds,  work- 
camps  both  here  and  in  Mexico,  scholarships 
for  institutes,  the  settlement  of  families  of  dis- 
placed persons,  food  packages  for  designated 
friends  in  Germany,  Korean  relief,  Seri  Indian 
aid,  the  Greer  retreat.  University  Meeting,  Se- 
attle, has  thirty  projects:  a children’s  camp  and 
a hostel  for  graduate  women  students,  to  list  but 
two.  Two  Meetings  list  work  in  mental  hos- 
pitals in  their  communities. 

Adult  study  groups  include  such  subjects 
as  the  philosophy  of  Quaker  obligation  to  pub- 
lic education,  civil  rights,  protest  against  legal- 
ized gambling,  conferences  with  the  Los  An- 
geles school  board  to  plead  for  less  stringency 
of  regulations  on  loyalty  oaths.  There  is  one 
college-age  group  which  meets  regularly  for 
discussion,  also  groups  meeting  on  Sunday  eve- 
nings for  worship  and  discussion.  There  has 
been  support  of  orphans  in  Japan  and  Ghina, 
houses  for  Hiroshima,  Friends’  school  in  Ramal- 
lah,  Pacific  Ackworth  and  Pacific  Oaks  schools, 
cooperation  with  the  Public  Welfare  Gommis- 
sion  in  the  distribution  of  milk.  There  are  Meet- 
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ing  forums  on  the  United  Nations  charter,  How- 
ard Brinton’s  Friends  for  300  Years,  Sharinan’s 
Jesus  as  Teacher  and  The  Teachings  of  Jesus. 

This  list  might  easily  be  enlarged.  In  a 
sense,  it  is  a miniature  of  Friends’  desire  to  help 
in  the  establishment  of  good  will  and  under- 
standing and  to  seek  for  “that  of  God  in  every 
man.”  May  we  faithfully  continue  our  quest ! 

NEW  MONTHLY  MEETING 

“San  Fernando  Friends  Vleeting  has  made 
application  to  join  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and 
is  hoping  to  be  privileged  to  work  in  the  larger 
Friends  structure  as  well  as  as  an  individual 
Meeting,”  writes  Betty  Keeney  ( 13890  Sayre 
St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif.)  “The  group  has  been 
meeting  now  for  close  to  six  years,  having 
started  with  four  families  meeting  out  of  doors 
on  the  pleasant  back  acre  of  land  which  the 
group  of  four  families  was  buying  together. 
Now  the  Meeting  has  increased  in  size  to  a 
dozen  families  and  two  dozen  children.  There 
are  three  groups  in  the  children’s  meeting,  rang- 
ing in  age  from  infants  to  ten  years.  Business 
meetings  are  held  quarterly.  Some  of  the  proj- 
ects in  which  the  Meeting  has  been  engaged 
are  prison  visitation,  and  assisting  a displaced 
family  to  settle  in  San  Fernando.  For  Meeting 
members  we  have  a series  of  discussions  on  the 
subject,  ‘Questions  Children  Ask.’ 

“Members  are  very  enthusiastic  about  the 
Meeting  and  wish  to  continue  to  grow  in  the 
light  of  Friends’  principles  and  become  a real 
influence  in  the  lives  of  our  families  and  in  the 
surrounding  community.” 

QUARTERLY  MEETINGS 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  held  at 
1830  Sutter  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  February  6, 
at  11  a. in.  through  the  afternoon.  Ben  Seaver,  new 
peace  secretary  of  the  Friends  Service  Committee,  will 
speak  at  the  1:30  meeting. 

* * * 

Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  will  he  held  the 
third  week-end  in  April  at  the  Victoria  Meeting  House, 
Victoria,  B.  C.  Further  details  will  he  available  later, 
or  may  he  obtained  from  Ethel  Miller,  clerk,  25 
We.st  Highland  Drive,  Seattle  99,  Washington. 

NEWS  FROM  OUR  MEETINGS 

A visit  to  Missoula  Preparative  Meeting,  Missoula, 
Montana,  was  made  the  fir.st  week  in  August  by  Ethel 
M.  Miller,  25  West  Highland  Drive,  Seattle  99,  Wash- 
ington. “Meeting  for  worship,”  she  writes,  “is  held 
regularly  Sunday  mornings  at  11,  in  the  Color  Labora- 
tory of  Phillip  Stanley— address.  Suite  A.,  Wilma 
Building— a very  convenient  hut  small  place.  There 
are  not  many  Eriends  who  have  joined  the  meeting  hut 
many  are  active  attenders.  Those  who  are  memhiTS 
are  scattered  over  great  distances  from  Missoula  to 
Bozeman.  They  are  most  hospitable  and  an.xious  to 
feel  a part  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and  world  fellowship,  so 
wish  Friends  to  stop  over  to  H.sit  them.  It  is  amazing 
how  quickly  a goiKl-sized  group  can  he  gathered  to 


meet  visitors.  They  have  a variety  of  interests  and  tal- 
ents so  when  at  some  future  date  they  find  larger 
quarters  I feel  sure  they  will  be  an  energetic  Meeting. 
The  children  are  at  an  age  when  Sunday  School  with 
Friends  teaching  is  needed.  The  present  clerk  is  Oscar 
M.  Patten,  R.  R.  2,  Rattlesnake,  Missoula,  Montana.” 

« O « 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  in  Pasadena,  reports  that 
a fresh  vigor  has  been  noticed  in  the  meeting  for  wor- 
ship. This  is  explained  by  two  factors:  the  success  of 
a plan  to  care  better  for  the  needs  of  a large  meeting, 
including  many  transient  and  non-member  attenders; 
and  a new  interest  in  prayer.  To  meet  the  fir.st  need 
a series  of  forums  has  been  held  at  10  each  Sunday, 
on  themes  such  as  Quaker  education,  and  the  history 
and  principles  of  Friends.  Of  the  second  factor,  the 
Meeting  writes:  “The  quality  of  worship  has  been 
improved  by  a new  interest  in  prayer.  Smaller  groups 
of  members  hold  worship  meetings  in  some  of  the 
homes  and  at  the  schools.” 

The  Friends  group  in  Salt  Lake  City  is  actively 
planning  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  in  the  area,  to  he  held  in  January, 
at  the  Institute  of  Religion,  across  from  the  University 
Campus,  according  to  a report  from  Helen  Scheiber 
(1340  S.  2nd  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah). 

* * * 

“We  open  with  a hymn,”  says  the  report  of  the 
Victoria  Meeting,  Victoria,  B.  C.,  “chosen  from  A 
Hymnal  for  Friends,  published  by  Eriends  General 
Conference,  Philadelphia.  This  is  a collection  we  would 
recommend  to  all.  We  have  found  that  the  use  of 
small  chairs,  suitable  to  the  children’s  size,  has  helped 
them  to  sit  more  quietly  during  the  first  half  hour  of 
meeting.  While  not  ‘talking  down’  to  them,  we  en- 
deavour to  draw  them  into  the  spirit  of  worship.  Some- 
times one  of  our  members  is  led  to  speak  in  the  simplest 
language  and  it  is  helpful  to  us  all;  or  a precious 
passage  of  Scripture  is  read  and  briefly  commented  on. 

‘‘After  the  children  have  gone  into  Sunday  School 
a deeper  silence  often  comes  upon  the  meeting  and  in 
these  times  of  quiet  waiting  upon  God  we  feel  His 
power  and  are  strengthened  by  His  holy  spirit.  His 
will  is  made  known  to  us.  His  presence  felt.  ‘As  the 
mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is 
round  about  His  people  henceforth  and  forever.’  ” 

* « * 

‘‘Willamette  Valley  Monthly  Meeting,”  writes 
Mildred  Burck,  Rt.  1,  Box  167,  Monmouth,  Oregon, 
“consists  of  a morning  meeting  for  worship  at  11,  a 
potluck  dinner,  and  an  afternoon  business  meeting. 
The  Meeting  has  become  concerned  that  there  be  a 
planned  porgram  for  the  children  during  the  sessions 
and  not  just  ‘child-care’  as  in  the  past  when  a small 
group  of  pre-school  age  children  were  present. 

“The  Education  Committee,  con.sisting  of  Hazel 
Hemphill,  Laura  Miles,  Beth  Pride.vu.x  and  Mon- 
ETTE  Thatcher,  is  working  out  the  program  and  assist- 
ing the  volunteers  who  work  with  the  children.  The 
project  which  the  children  carried  out  during  Novem- 
ber was  packing  a box  for  Connie,  Leyton  and  J.vn- 
E'l'  Jump,  who  are  now  in  Ccrman\-.  In  December 
they  had  a mitten  tree  for  the  .'American  Friends  Ser\- 
ice  Committee.” 

0 0 0 

The  Meeting  in  Pullman,  Washington,  was  vi.sited 
in  November  by  Floyd  and  Burn  Schmoe.  'rho  latter 
writes:  “There  are  four  membiTS  of  Uui\-ersit\-  Mi'etiug 
(Seattle)  in  residence  there  now,  aiul  Roln-rt  and 
Jeanne  Darlington,  who  ha\e  their  membership  in  an 
Eastern  Meeting.  Se\’eral  otliers  au'  regular  attenders, 
but  not  uu'iubers  of  the  Soei('t\'.  The>'  meet  at  the 
College  Ibiiou  Building,  Suuda>'  morning  at  9:30, 
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This  Meeting  is  one  of  those  isolated  groups  with  con- 
tinual shifting  of  attenders.  University  Meeting  has 
been  interested  and  has  tried  to  offer  encouragement 
in  inaterals  and  occasional  visitation.” 


STATISTICAL  REPORT  REVISED 

Since  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  was  present- 
ed to  Yearly  Meeting  in  August,  a few  Meetings 
have  sent  in  additional  details.  Elizabeth  Lantz, 
former  secretary,  has  therefore  revised  the  offi- 
eial  statisties  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  August, 


1952  to  August,  1953,  as  follows: 

Total  adult  members  of  record  788 

Total  children  members  of  record  212 

1000 

Adult  attenders  255 

Children  attenders  172 

427 

Additions  in  membership 

By  convincement  52 

By  transfer  55 

By  birth  24 

121 

Losses 

By  deatli  10 

By  transfer  13 

By  release  14 

37 

Gain  in  membership  84 

Number  of  First-day  Schools  12 

Meetings  which  read  the  Queries  regularly,  or  por- 
tions thereof  15 


If  any  member  remains  uncomforted  or  un- 
supported in  a Aleeting,  the  Meeting  fails.— 
Kathleen  Slack,  at  the  Oxford  Conference. 


ORANGE  GROVE  HELPS  QUAKERHILFE 

A Viennese  children’s  mental  therapy  home  has 
received  a substantial  check  as  a result  of  the  efforts 
and  imagination  of  members  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting, 
under  the  leadership  of  Rega  Engelsberg,  Catherine 
Langston  and  Eloise  Hewitt.  The  film,  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  20th  Century  Prophet,  was  shown  at  First 
Friends  Church  in  Pasadena,  December  29,  to  about 
400  persons,  and  the  offering  sent  to  Internationale 
Quakerhilfe,  a home  for  disturbed  boys  and  girls. 

This  Quaker  home  was  started  at  the  end  of  World 
War  II  to  take  care  of  children  who  had  seen  their 
parents  killed  or  had  become  separated  from  them  in 
the  bombing  of  Vienna.  A small  group  of  Swedish, 
Danish  and  Swiss  Friends  first  saw  the  need  for  such 
a home,  and  Malla  Granat,  a Swedish  woman,  headed 
up  the  project.  As  Rega  Engelsberg  puts  it,  “She  packed 
the  children  into  a large  empty  house,  where  they  found 
a shelter,  food,  and  best  of  all,  loving  understanding 
for  their  difficulties.  When  she  took  this  step,  I suspect 
she  did  it  at  her  own  expense;  she  had  no  plans,  no 
budget,  no  organized  group  to  back  her  up.  When  the 
British  and  American  Friends  Service  teams  arrived  in 
1946,  they  helped  the  project,  and  European  Meetings 
contributed,  too.  Somehow  the  home  muddled  along, 
I suspect,  on  a shoestring,  and  never  had  the  inclination 
or  money  to  spend  on  publicity.” 

As  Austria  recovered,  the  mental  health  department 
of  the  city  of  Vienna  suggested  that  the  children’s  home 
become  a part  of  their  program,  the  Quakers  to  keep 


management,  and  the  clinics  to  refer  children  and  pay 
the  prevailing  rates  for  each  child.  This  cooperation  in 
humanitarian  and  scientific  work  is  splendid,  and  the 
financial  help  is  valuable  but  it  does  not  begin  to  cover 
the  costs  for  all  the  other  children  who  need  the  care. 
The  youngsters  range  from  seven  to  fourteen  years,  and 
only  those  who  seem  to  have  a real  chance  of  being 
helped  are  accepted.  When  a child  has  recovered  he  is 
returned  to  his  home  or  placed  in  a foster  home  if  the 
home  environment  has  been  a contributing  factor  to 
the  illness.  This  is  not  the  type  of  work  which  the 
A.F.S.C.  can  support  indefinitely  and  it  is  hoped  that 
in  time  the  Viennese  can  take  it  over  completely.  Until 
that  time,  help  is  urgently  needed  to  continue  this  fine 
work  of  rehabilitation.  The  members  of  the  Orange 
Grove  Social  Action  Committee  feel  we  should  do  all 
we  can  to  prevent  the  closing  of  the  home,  and  would 
like  to  share  their  concern  with  other  Friends. 


FROM  OREGON  TO  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

“We  were  very  interested  in  the  report  of  the  Visit- 
ation Committee  at  Yearly  Meeting,”  write  Clarence 
and  Mildred  Burck  ( Route  1,  Box  167,  Monmouth, 
Oregon).  “We  hope  many  more  Friends  will  find  it 
possible  to  travel  and  visit.  We  plan  to  go  to  Southern 
California  during  the  last  week  of  January  and  to  re- 
turn the  second  week  in  February.  While  we  can  not 
be  truly  leisurely  on  this  trip,  we  do  hope  to  be  able 
to  visit  any  Friends  who  write  us:  Clarence  and  Mildred 
Burck  and  Gordon,  aged  3/L” 


HOUSES  FOR  KOREA 

The  first  team  for  Houses  for  Korea  left  this 
country  in  December  and  we  hope  they  are  already  in 
Korea.  Members  are  Dr.  Joseph  Alter  ( 10530  N.  E. 
25th,  Bellevue,  Wash.),  a member  of  University  Meet- 
ing, Jim  Scharschmidt  ( Sheridan,  Oregon ) , formerly 
of  the  A.F.S.G.  office  in  Pasadena,  and  Sherwood 
Martin  of  Montana,  son  of  a Methodist  minister  and 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Washington. 

Floyd  and  Ruth  Schmoe  covered  8600  miles  dur- 
ing October  and  November  in  the  interests  of  the 
project,  getting  as  far  east  as  Muncie,  Indiana.  They 
report  that  the  trip  was  strenuous,  but  successful  in 
every  way.  They  visited  a large  number  of  Friends 
groups  and  individuals,  including  several  scattered 
members  of  our  Yearly  Meeting. 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

From  Wilmington  Gollege,  Wilmington,  Ohio, 
Teresina  Havens  writes:  “At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Lake  Erie  Association  of  Friends  Meetings,  held  in 
Golumbus,  Ohio,  there  were  echoes  of  your  (i.  e. 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s)  influence.  The  families  at 
Yellow  Springs  have  taken  your  suggestion  of  a family 
worship  time  preceding  the  regular  meeting  for  wor- 
ship. Their  report  at  a workshop  on  religious  education 
was  highly  stimulating.  So  we  felt  that  the  channels 
of  communication  and  sharing  of  e.xperience  are  very 
important.” 

* ft  <5 

Recognizing  the  need  for  all  Friends  to  be  drawn 
more  closely  together  in  the  things  which  are  eternal, 
the  American  Section  of  the  Friends  World  Gommittee 
looks  toward  calling  an  all-American  Friends  Confer- 
ence in  1957,  five  years  after  the  Oxford  Conference. 
Plans  are  yet  in  an  embryonic  stage,  but  fourteen 
Friends  have  been  appointed  as  a Conference  Commit- 
tee with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

* * « 

Lindsley  and  Anne  Noble,  members  of  the  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  Meeting,  who  are  now  in  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  report  there  is  a new  Friends  Meeting 
there.  Five  families,  all  from  the  States,  are  interested 
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in  worshiping  together  regularly.  Their  first  gathering 
was  October  18  and  they  plan  to  meet  at  least  once 
a month.  They  are  an.xious  to  have  visitors  or  know 
of  other  Friends  in  the  Zone.  Please  get  in  touch  with 
the  Nobles,  P.  O.  Bo.x  245,  Balboa  Heights,  Panama 
Canal  Zone. 

* # 

The  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation,  Southern 
California  branch,  is  sponsoring  an  all-day  conference 
on  disarmament  problems  Saturday,  January  25,  at  First 
Friends  Church,  Whittier,  Calif.  Speakers  will  include 
John  Ferguson,  professor  at  Penn  State  College  and 
member  of  the  Quaker  UN  team  at  the  Paris  1951  As- 
sembly, and  since  consultant  on  disarmament;  and 
Amiya  Chakravarty,  consultant  to  the  Indian  Delegation 
at  the  UN,  and  a participant  in  a number  of  A.F.S.C. 
institutes.  Further  details  available  from  Egbert 

Hayes,  Box  134,  Whittier,  Calif. 

* * * 

Friends  of  the  Texas-Louisiana  area  are  planning 
a retreat  January  29  to  31,  at  the  Bagby  ‘‘Y”  camp, 
near  Houston,  Texas.  Meetings  and  groups  which  will 
take  part  are  New  Orleans,  Dallas,  Baton-Bouge,  San 
Antonio,  Brownsville,  Austin  and  Houston.  Ferner 

Nuhn  is  to  be  present  to  take  the  good  wishes  of  our 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  he  will  travel  among  Friends  in 

the  area  and  eastward  after  the  conference. 

* # * 

“I  am  now  teaching  at  Leggett,  California,” 
writes  Blanche  Bonzo,  formerly  of  Stockton.  “I  would 
enjoy  knowing  if  there  are  other  Friends  or  readers 
of  the  Bulletin,  who  live  in  northern  Mendocino  or 
southern  Humboldt  Counties,  with  whom  I might  visit.” 
* * * 

Born:  on  November  4,  1953,  to  Harry  and  Lois  Bai- 
ley, 13864  Sayre  St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif.,  a daughter 
named  Nancy  Faye  Bailey. 

Born:  on  October  6,  Dorrit  Owen  Billman,  to  Keith 
and  Lucia  Billman,  whose  new  address  is  Suite  16, 

5849  Woolman  Court,  Parma,  Ohio. 

Born:  on  September  28,  1953,  to  Robert  and  Jan 

Carey,  14749  Valleyheart  Dr.,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  a son 
named  Jonathan  Carey. 

Born:  on  November  12,  1953,  Kevin  Maris  Walden,  to 
David  and  Emily  Walden,  1747  Kenneth  Way,  Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 

Died:  on  November  23,  Gail  Butler,  an  active  attend- 
er  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting.  Of  her  Alice  Way  writes: 
“She  helped  sustain  the  testimony  of  Friends  in  many 
areas  of  activity.  She  left  a legacy  of  love  and  good 
will  and  we  are  still  learning  even  more  of  the  ways 
in  which  her  helpfulness  touched  individuals  and  groups 
in  the  community.” 

Died:  on  December  17,  1953,  George  Hiatt,  a mem- 
ber of  Palo  Alto  Meeting.  “He  was  a beloved,  faithful, 
dependable  member,”  Mary  Hansen  writes,  ‘‘and  we 
shall  miss  him  greatly.” 


ALL  SEEKERS  BECOME  UNIFIED 

Dear  Friends  of  Paeific  Yearly  Meeting: 

Friends  of  Santa  Fe  Monthly  Meeting  send 
their  greetings  and  regards  to  all  of  you. 

Oiir  conscious  endeavours  of  the  past  year 
are  probably  about  the  same  as  any  year— some 
carried  through  with  success,  some  not  so  suc- 
cessful. What  has  shown  itself  to  be  of  greater 
importance  to  many  of  us  is  that  contribution  of 
the  Quaker  meeting— the  unifying  search  for  the 
Inner  Light. 

Because  we  are  all  human  and  all  subject 
to  immaturities  of  personality  and  differences  of 


opinion,  we  have  found  that  we  have  mirrored 
in  a small  way  all  the  tensions  and  cross-pur- 
poses of  the  world. 

Yet  insofar  as  we  have  sincerely  attempted 
to  go  beyond  ourselves  in  the  silent  search  for 
understanding  and  truth,  we  have  transcended 
faults  and  differences. 

This  is  the  message  we  would  bring  you  in 
this  year  of  confusion,  that  although  men  ap- 
pear hopelessly  at  cross-purposes  with  one 
another,  on  the  level  of  that  undeniable  thirst 
for  God  and  the  conscious  search  for  Him,  all 
seekers  all  over  the  world  become  unified  in  a 
strength  beyond  our  knowing. 

—A  condensation  of  the  report  of  Santa  Fe 
Monthly  Meeting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Aug- 
ust, 1953. 

300  YEARS  OUT  OF  DATE? 

The  New  Zealand  Friend  last  summer  printed  this 
comment  sent  in  by  C.  Doris  White.  We  wonder  if 
it  means  something  to  us.— Ed. 

The  following  is  a quotation  from  a news- 
paper cutting  sent  to  me  the  other  day:  “The 
Quakers  are  good  people,  who,  clothed  in  a 
smile  and  a vision,  still  have  the  habit  of  think- 
ing in  a way  which  is  three  hundred  years  out 
of  date.  They  do  not  realize  that  they  are  liv- 
ing in  a revolution,  and  try  as  you  will,  one  can- 
not help  being  part  of  that  revolution;  no  matter 
how  you  insulate  yourself,  you  simply  can  not 
wrap  yourself  round  in  your  own  little  habit  of 
thought  and  refuse  to  recognize  the  forces  of 
change.  Quakers  have  no  prejudices,  but  how 
can  any  one  live  in  this  modern  world  and  have 
no  prejudices?  Is  one  justified  in  such  an  atti- 
tude? Fox  and  Penn,  possessed  by  faith,  had 
prejudices  and  paid  the  penalty,  but  the  modern 
Quaker  lives  in  a trail  that  has  been  blazed,  in- 
stead of  blazing  a new  one  to  meet  the  funda- 
mental changes  in  world  outlook.” 

What  do  you  think  about  that?  Is  there  a 
division  between  our  values  and  our  world?  The 
change  in  valuation  extends  over  the  whole  area 
of  life.  The  change  in  values  is  partly  cause 
and  partly  effect;  to  some  extent  the  alteration 
in  values  affects  the  whole  quality  of  human 
life,  but  surely  the  Absolute  values  are  unaf- 
fected? 

— C.  Doris  White 

IS  POPULARITY  A BLESSING? 

Anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  beginning 
and  rise  of  Quakerism  in  England  knows  about 
the  opposition  and  persecution  the  early  Friends 
had  to  overcome.  The  Quaker  moxement  was 
not  a popular  mo\'emeut  in  its  early  years.  It 
was  a struggling  moxement,  and  it  was  .some- 
times up  against  great  odds.  In  the  beginning 
Quakerism  was  not  taken  for  granted,  and'  its 
adherents  were  often  looked  upon  as  heretics 
or  cranks. 
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But  the  element  of  struggle  vanished  after 
a while,  and  slowly  but  surely  Quakerism  be- 
came respected,  and,  what  seems  worse,  it  be- 
came respectable. 

Today  laudation  of  Quakers  and  Quakerism 
is  a common  spectacle.  Friends  have  a “good 
press”  and  are  well  spoken  of  almost  every- 
where. In  the  United  States  at  least,  Quaker- 
ism has  attained  an  academic  flavor  and  many 
of  its  members  teach  in  universities  and  write 
books.  By  and  large,  Quakers  have  become 
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undistinguishable  from  other  respectable  citi- 
zens and  blend  well  with  the  regular  environ- 
ment. 

Is  this  situation  good,  or  does  it  contain 
elements  which  should  make  us  pause  and 
think? 

Any  age  or  period  has  had  things  that  had 
to  be  done,  and  the  people  who  volunteered  to 
do  unpopular  tasks  were  never  popular  them- 
selves. Any  age  or  period  has  had  abuses  of 
one  sort  or  another  that  needed  correction,  and 
War  and  social  inequalities  are  still  with  us,  to 
mention  just  two  issues  or  problems  that  have 
not  as  yet  been  solved.  And  while  we  live  in 
a land  of  plenty  ourselves,  other  lands  have 
hunger  and  starvation. 

It  was  never  the  idiea  of  George  Fox  to 
found  another  philanthropical  society.  He  had 
sturdier  ideals.  He  wanted  to  imbue  his  fol- 
lowers with  a philosophy  of  light  and  warmth, 
so  that  they  were  able  to  discern  for  themselves 
the  roots  of  social  abuses  and  do  something 
about  the  amelioration  of  the  abuses.  In  his  time 
many  of  the  abuses  were  on  the  ecclesiastical 
front.  Today  they  are  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  time  may  soon  be  at  hand  where  we 
shall  face  a test  like  that  of  the  early  Quakers. 
Are  we,  once  more,  willing  and  ready  to  be- 
come unpopular  and  disliked?  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  some  of  our  current  popu- 
larity in  our  endeavors  to  serve  the  cause  of 
Truth? 

—Peter  Guldbrandsen 
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